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league, games are held from 8
am.-4 p.m. But taking a page
from his baseball past, Padilla
Sr. insisted games go the stan-
dard nine innings.

According to Padilla Jr., of the
14 games he's played this season
only two have not gone the full
nine. He maintains that in the
lower divisions, 85-t0-80 percent
of the games end before nine

“In the lower divisions where
the pitching produces more
walks, the games may be a bit
shorier,” he says. "But for the
most part, youTe going to get
your game in. I've seen games
this year go the full nine with
scores of 2-0 or 5-3. Those are
great games."

Because of the plethora of
teams and different talent levels,
the medified league has been
split into five divislons — A-E —
marking descending talent.
Teams play an average of 21
games from March to November.
The first four teams In each divi-
sion qualify for the playoffs, with
champijonships decided in a dou-
ble-elimination A vs. B and C
through E format. To make it a
litde easier in the "E" Division,
teams are separaied into two
groups.’ _

Regardless of how teams fin-
ish, all players are invited to a
season-ending awards ceremony
and darnce. A portion of league
fees includes a ticket to the soft-
ball sojree.

Now yon might think teams
which have been trying to knock
each other's heads off all year
might he looking to do the same at
the all-you-can-drink affair, But
Padilla happily reports that league-
mandated decorum stretches to
the post-season paaty. 'The guys
who won it get cheers and pats on
the back from the tearns they
beat,” notes Padilla Jr., who works
as an office manager for a medical
group in Hollywood. "It's a pretty
good crowd and even though it's
diverse, they all get along."

Diverse might be the under-
statement of the century. Among
the teamns of policemsen, firemen
and city officials are two sguads
from an organization called The
Young People of Watts. This
groups helps get ex-gang mem-
bers and ex-cons off the street

. strength of this league lies in its
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and into gainful employiment. It
also opens its roster to anyone
who can hit and field.

"Even though they may have
had a rough life in the past, they
do their best to
come out on @
Sunday and have
some fun,” S
Padilla explains. (el
"It's interesting
to watch police offi-
cers playing softball against a
team of ex-cons."

Although Padilla says the
league loses an average of three
teams a year, they gain five in
return by virtue of reputation
alone, "People look forward to
playing every Sunday because
the league is so organized,”
Padilla Jr. notes.

One man who has been looking
forward to it from the beginning
is Rene Frias, a former player
from the original Yucatan team.
In his 70s, Frias now confines
his duties to coaching first and
third, However, dont be sur-
prised if you see him in the ninth
slot in the batting order when his
team comes up short of players.

It is this love for the league and
its principles which have kept
the core group united through
26 years and a host of changes.
Padilla Sr.'s Chrome WNickel
Plating ifeam, Awalos, Mixed
Blood and a squad honoring
Frank Alvarez continue to
remind newcomers that the
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founding ideals. ,

"I'm proud of what my father
has accomplished,” Padilla Jr.
notes. "So many players have
told me that i it wasn't for your
dad and the league I don't know
what I'd be doing on Sundays.’
We are the most organized league
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